Welcome to the October Action on Access eBulletin: buckle up it’s a huge edition - the biggest yet.
As always, we have included many contributions from our subscribing members.  Additionally, we are delighted to feature two Guest Articles.  First up is Denise Rawls, Executive Director of the National Network for the Education of Care Leavers.  Her article brings us up to date with this original grass-roots practitioner-based network now a successful charity centred on fostering partnerships and sharing best practice to improve the access, success, and progression of care experienced and estranged students through post-16 education.  And the important NNECL Quality Mark.  We hear a lot now about partnership: their collaborative model is an exemplar of bringing about change that can be shared and is scalable and sustainable.

We are used to hearing a great deal about listening and responding to the student voice.  Our second guest article from Professor Liz Thomas at the Centre for Research on Education and Social Justice at the University of York.  From her most recent research, she extrapolates the views and experiences of commuter students and the changes that would improve their experiences and outcomes working with Commuter Students within the whole provider approach.  These include: listening to students; using inclusive language, flexible curricula, teaching and tutor accessibility; and recognising their difference and strengths.

For those interested further in the student voice and student engagement, please see the eBulletin item below: Student Engagement in Higher Education Journal, special issue, Vol. 7 No. 1: ‘Engaging with the Student Voice: Refreshing Practice and Theory - A Reboot for 2025 and Beyond’

Here we are in October - one of our busiest times of the year.  Action on Access eBulletin reports on the Labour Party conference speeches and HEPI’s short picture of the main Higher Education themes heard from the debate and discussion - refreshingly more positive than negative this year - if fairly bland with nothing much new.  We await the budget.

We also report on Student finance and Higher Education funding and how institutions are continuing to navigate difficult financial waters: £800 million extra funding for 16-19 year olds; re-affirmation of the return of Maintenance Grants for students from low income families; Student Loan company pay-outs; the ‘first’ multi-University Group; and the financial stability report on Scotland’s Universities and colleges.

There are further interesting developments on the Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE).  The eBulletin reports on: the new LLE Delivery at Peterborough University Centre; the Student Loan Company LLE Planning and Awareness Programme; and an LLE House of Commons Research Library Briefing.

This month’s eBulletin brings your attention to a number of very important, useful guides and reports:
a free guide for educators on postgraduate students from the Open Science Framework
the UCAS Good Practice Briefing which reaffirms their 2023 introduction of the new flag to identify applications by estranged students
the EaCES Handbook, a virtual guide, bringing together information and advice to help other students from an estranged or care leaver background
Liz Thomas’s institutional ‘quick wins’ for HEIs to support commuter students
Unite’s handy guide ‘#AllOfUsLocal’ practical Toolkit for institutions to help create a community for commuter students
‘Teachers Who Care’ - a free downloadable training pack from Become’s website that can be used in INSET to build awareness across schools and colleges
the House of Commons Research Library Briefing on the Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE)
Young Carers National Voice - their new Young Carers School Checklist listing the actions schools need to take to support young carers
UUKi Annual Report 2024-25; Jisc’s second Transnational Education report; and the APPG’s Inquiry Report ‘The UK’s Global Edge: Regional Impact and the Future of International students’.

And now, in this month’s Action on Access eBulletin, highlights some of the challenges:
suicide figures are stable but do not excuse complacency
what we can do about Student Belonging for postgraduates, commuter or adult students; for students who care and for transnational and international students – and are these students getting a fair deal?
how will staff, structure and students be impacted by developments in multi-University Groups
meeting the Office for Students “considerations” in disabled students’ journey and experience of HE 
ensuring we update ourselves on disability-inclusive language
working constructively to meet the Government Lifelong Learning Entitlement offer
embedding recognition of the absolute diversity of the student cohort into the revised Teaching Excellence Framework through the OfS consultation on measures of success
how best to contribute to the upcoming National Care Leavers Month (November) and Estranged Students’ week (December): how to get resources, how to get involved
how to get ahead of, and become involved in, the Young Carers Action Day in March 2026.

I am sure that you will find great value in this month’s eBulletin and I urge you to share it with colleagues; any of whom may join our AonA Network by registering for free here.  If you have colleagues in any University or College or in third sector Stakeholder organisations who are not yet subscribed to the AonA Information Hub and Email Briefing Service – please encourage them to do so.  They can now read a taster Editorial available each month on the AonA website.

Warmly,
Andrew  
