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In this 200th edition of the Action on Access eBulletin and as the 2025-26 academic year draws to a 
close, I have invited myself, as editor, to provide the Guest Article.  It has been my pleasure to collect, 
collate and disseminate the Action on Access eBulletin since 2001 and looking back, my recollections 
has given me an opportunity to reflect on how far we have come, as WP has moved from the peripheries 
to being well-resourced and firmly embedded within institutional policies.  I hope you find it interesting – 
feel free to send in any information, corrections, additions, comments or different views. 
 
It's summer; it’s been unusually and intolerably hot. Let’s all take some time for R&R and to recharge our 
batteries. It is so hot and humid that I’ve made an Executive Decision to keep this editorial very brief – the 
shortest editorial ever – to go with the longest Guest Article ever.  This Guest article, is a version of a 
chapter entitled ‘Widening Participation – what’s been happening since 1999?’ that appears in the 2026 
FACE annual publication: ‘Shaping the Next Ten Years of Educational Equity’, which you can see, 
download or buy here. 
 
So, please enjoy this month’s eBulletin, and inform and update yourself on the recent news, views, 
opportunities, events and job vacancies across our part of the HE sector – lots of really interesting items 
beginning with the (late this year) Secretary of State’s Guidance on Funding letter to the Office for 
Students. 
 
Please, keep sharing information with everyone in your Action on Access network by sending all news 
and items of interest to me at contact@actiononaccess.org.  And please do your bit to spread the word 
on how invaluable (and unique) our service is: the larger the network the better for all of us. 
 
I’ll be in my garden, planting, hoping to encourage more bees. 
 
Wherever you spend your summer – stay cool. 
 
~~ Andrew.   
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